Japanese tea ceremony history and terms
"The Way of Tea is naught but this: first you boil water, then you make the tea and drink it." However, this can only be appreciated after strict training in the Way.

-Rikyu
I. All art in Japan is referred to as a “way” (skills are acquired and passed down)
· “way of flowers”

· “way of incense”

· calligraphy

· poetry

· sword 

· self defense

· chado-the way of tea

II. Chadoyu- Japanese tea ceremony

A.  History

1. Introduced to Japan by Buddhist monks from China in late 1100’s
2. Eisai (1141-1215) brought tea seeds back from China and Chinese tea etiquette  “The medicinal benefits of drinking tea” 1214
3. Bodhidharma legend of tea bushes

a. After nine year period of meditation, tore off eyelids in frustration of drowsiness

4. Samurai warriors ritual of sharing bowl of sake among guests as reaffirmation of close ties

5. Effective method of instilling discipline and respect for others

6. In its beginnings, was a means to show off expensive utensils by nobles and the like

7. Was transformed into a spiritual ritual using local pottery (Shigaraki, Bizen and Seto) and utensils by Murata Shuko, Takena Jo-o and Rikyu

" Though many people drink tea, if you do not know the Way of Tea, tea will drink you up. " 

-Rikyu
--Without any spiritual training, you think you are drinking tea, but actually tea drinks you up.

B.   Four principles of Chado:
1. JAKU: Tranquility
2. KEI: Purity 

· Kei is a Confucian ethic. Tea utensils are chosen for their aesthetic beauty and treated with respect

3.    SEI : Respect 

4.    WA: Harmony

    
C.    Aesthetic for Chado:


· Relates to nature-organic
· Gives the feeling that the object is growing from or decaying into nature
· Has no harshness
· Is peaceful and unimposing

· Is subtle-the longer you contemplate an object the more nuances you will discover.

· Quiet elegance
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 Some aspects of sabi
· Serenty

· Melancholy

· Loneliness

· Sabi is a quality of having age or history

· Sabi can be an irregularity or flaw such as a chip, crack or discoloration caused by age or use.

· Some authors tie it so closely with wabi that they talk of wabi-sabi as a single concept.

· some Japanese ceramists refer to their tea bowls as instant antiques.

· Crackle glazes are one of the most common ways to give a piece sabi.

In this age of machine made "perfection" the irregularities of form caused by hand building and carving make the piece seem to have been made in an earlier "more primitive age".
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