Lesson plan for Art I
Fadra Hepner

Lesson: Islamic art-arabesques








SCOS Objective: 1.04 Recognize and discuss that concepts and images from a variety of sources can be used to create original art. 3.01 Recognize, apply and evaluate the elements of art in an aesthetic composition. 3.02 Recognize, apply and evaluate the design principles used in composition.3.03 Use intuitive perception to solve problems.3.04 Use experimentation to solve problems.3.05 Use critical thought and analysis in the problem-solving process.
































Clean up time needed: 5 m.





URL’s and other materials: 


Exploring Visual Design








Time Needed: 90 Minutes





Focus Activity: GET DESIGN BOOKS  5 m





What are we studying?-Islamic art; patterns based on radial symmetry


Define pattern-Repetition of an art element or elements to create interest


What type of design are we creating?-Pattern based on radial symmetry


Name some natural or man made examples of radial symmetry.  (look on p. 206, FIG 11-1 for example) 


What design principles does radial symmetry address, how? Look on p. 218, 219 for examples





Materials and room arrangement 


Copies or transparency of arabesque definition and examples


Visual Elements design books


Students’ journals and pencils


Students’ current project materials (we used gold surfaced oak tag, newsprint, pencils and permanent markers, rulers, compasses, etc. used as shape templates)





Lesson Objective:  Students will be able to recognize and identify arabesque design.  They will also be able to define symbolism and pattern.  Students will be able to compare and contrast using traditional methods/tools to create a complex design and modern tools (computer.)





Assessment:  


Radially symmetrical pattern filling picture plane- 40 pts


Clean finished product-30 pts


Creativity-20 pts


Thumbnails of Islamic inspired design-10 pts





Display area: Hallway





Considerations for special needs:


Scale down complexity for students who need it: Assist them in creating their initial pattern and let them use it as a template 





Lesson Procedures:


1.   Discuss basis of radial symmetry, grid pattern- 5 m


Look on p. 214 of design books, fig. 11-16- point out uniformity of grid


Relate to students’grids on their newsprint


Point out figs 11-18 and 11-19 on p. 215: Grids can be ALTERED to suit needs





2.  Even curviliniar designs may be based on grids 10 m


Introduce ARABESQUE- a complex, ornate design of intertwined floral, foliate and geometric figures; appears to be vine or flowerlike


Have students find IMPLIED LINES (grids) on examples


Point out radial symmetry in Bonner’s hexagon and bottom example


May use to create interest in their pieces





3.  Introduce HALF-DROP designs 5 m.


Look at p. 216, fig. 11-20


What is different about this pattern? (Aside from it not being radial symmetry)


Notice overlapping, created by dropping shapes about halfway down the first shape 


May be used in their designs to create more interesting patterns 


Show example on transparency





4.  Remainder of class:  Continue working on production assignment


Point their attention to additions on example:  Used variety of line weight and other shapes to create interest





5.  Give homework assignment:  


Find two examples of Islamic type design on your way between classes, at home, or in your travels about town


Sketch a thumbnail of each and attach in your sketchbook/journal





6.   When students complete project, discuss using computer vs. traditional methods to create complex designs.


Discuss which patterns are the most successful and have students evaluate why (radial symmetry, harmony/unity, rhythm, balance)


Discuss problems they encountered and how they solved them


 











Reflection:


The students enjoyed this lesson a LOT!  They were rather frustrated trying to come up with designs, but I believe that mostly due to the fact that not everyone explored the Islamic art websites to get an idea of what it should look like.  


Students loved drawing on the gold reflective surface!


Very successful lesson-about 90% of students produced a finished product they were proud of


Give them TIME to complete this one! It took some students a week to a week and a half of class time to do a good job-this depends on the complexity of their designs.








