Lesson plan for Ceramics II
Fadra Hepner

Lesson: Teabowl wrap-up






SCOS Objective: 6.06 Critique artwork through the use of: proper vocabulary, art elements and design principles, meaning, feeling, mood and ideas, oral and written expression. 6.08 Accept and offer constructive criticism. 



































Clean up time needed: 10 m.





URL’s and other materials: 





Course Goals:





Goal 1: 





Goal 2: 





Goal 3:  





Goal 4





Goal 5: 





Goal 6:  





Goal 7:  





Goal 8:  














Time Needed: 90 Minutes





Focus Activity: 


Tell students that they will be applying the knowledge they have acquired about wabi/sabi and give time for last minute trimming (15 m.)





Materials and room arrangement:  completed greenware pots, table, students





Lesson Objective:  Students will critique each others’ pottery, identifying pots that best exemplify the aesthetic qualities that define wabi and sabi.   





Assessment:  


2 finished (trimmed) summer bowls


2 finished winter bowls


-Will grade the best winter and best summer bowl of the set


Even thickness-30 pts


Marks of potter’s hands-30 pts


Clean looking summer bowls-20 pts


Organic and gestural winter bowls-20 pts








Display area: 





Considerations for special needs:





Lesson Procedures: (1/2 hour)


1.   Gather students and pottery on a central table for discussion





2.  Lay down ground rules:


The point of the discussion is to solidify the concepts learned and look critically at each of the pots in order to improve them (“This one’s terrible” will not cut it.  How the pots may be improved must be included in order for the feedback to be helpful.)


TAKE CARE HANDLING SOMEONE ELSE’S POT.  GREENWARE IS FRAGILE.





3.  Instruct students to choose one pot that 


Feels the most comfortable to hold


Contains the most wabi


Contains the most sabi


And to place them in the center of the table.  They must be prepared to give reasons for their decisions.





4.  Pick up each pot individually and have students give reasons they chose that pot.


Add to students responses and offer constructive criticism 





5.  Allow students to return to work and bring up completed assignments to grade individually. (Remainder of period)


Students must choose two of each (summer and winter bowls) to turn in


Students must choose one of each (summer and winter bowls) to be graded


Students must give reasons why the pot they wish to be graded is more successful 


Discuss with students: agree, disagree, additional comments














Reflection:


This went very well with the group I had.  It was a small group and all were rather mature.  Ground rules are essential, as this group had not had a group critique yet.  I think they really enjoyed being able to discuss the qualities of each other’s pots as a group.  They also were able to handle everyone’s pot and compare qualities directly.  I led the discussion and prodded the students for reasons they chose each pot.  Many agreed on the pots-this shows a general grasp of the concepts.


I think that the way the pots were graded went very well.  The students being forced to choose which pots to turn in and why I feel was very effective at getting them to evaluate their own work.  A couple of students could not or would not describe the qualities that were present in the pots they turned in, but this was a small number.


Many of the works turned out quite beautiful.  I will try to post them here when I get pictures.











