John Keats (1795-1821)
Selections from Ode on a Grecian Urn
IV

Who are these going to the sacrifice?


To what green altar, O mysterious priest,

Lead’st thou tht heifer lowing at the skies,


And all her silken flanks with garlands drest?

What little town by river or sea shore,


Or mountain-built with peaceful citadel,



Is emptied of this folk, this pious morn?

And, little town, thy streets for evermore


Will silent be; and not a soul to tell 



Why thou art desolate, can e’er return.

V

O Attic shape! Fair attitude! With brede


Of marble men and maidens overwrought,

With forest branches and the trodden weed;


Thou, silent form, dost tease us out of thought

As doth eternity: Cold pastoral!


When old age shall this generation waste,



Thou shalt remain, in midst of other woe

Than ours, a friend to man, to whom thou say’st,


Beauty is truth, truth beauty--that is all



Ye know on earth, and all ye need to know.

Greek/Roman Pottery:

1. 5 different “styles” of Greek pottery:

a. Geometric, Orientalizing (showing images and style influence from the Orient), Archaic (Smaller and painted with scenes from everyday life as well as mythology and legend-1st pots with a distinctive style reflecting the individual artist) Black figured, and Red figured

2. We will look at Geometric and Black figured
a. Geometric:

i. 1100-700 B.C.

ii. Olympics began

iii. Specific shapes for vessels

iv. Potters and decoraters often different for a single pot

v. Characterized by geometric shapes; figures added later

vi. Often figures tell a story of funeral, legend, myth  (Dipylon Vase, 8th century B.C.)

vii. Large pots may be grave markers, with holes in the bottom for liquid offerings for the dead

b. Black figured:  Began about 580 B.C.
i. Figures completely black with incised lines to describe details

ii. (Psiax: Herakles Strangling the Nemean Lion)  

iii. Multiple step firing involving Oxidation atmosphere first, then Reduction where the whole pot turns black, then oxidation again which gives the non-slip covered areas an orange or buff color.

To see some great images of Greek pots, look at http://www.glendale.edu/ceramics/198imagegallery.html
Video of info on Greek pottery:

http://www.getty.edu/art/collections/media_g56.html?batch=0109&file=M00002V1&desc=Making%20Greek%20Vases&speed=56
More information on Greek pots with lots of images:

http://www.ceramicstudies.me.uk/histx106.html
http://www.joslyn.org/teach/packets/pots/gpottery.html
http://www.museum.upenn.edu/Greek_World/pottery_images.html
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/greeks/art/pottery/greekpots.htm
Design your own!

http://www.schoolsliaison.org.uk/kids/preload.htm
