Lesson plan for Ceramics II
Fadra Hepner

Lesson: Tea ceremony and tea bowls-Day 4: Introduction to Raku
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Reflection:  When giving this information, I went over Raku firing process way too quickly.  I would advise having the students explore this on the webquest.  The link for the pages should be there.  If you can’t find it easily, it is stated above.





Lesson Objective:  Students will describe characteristics of post-reduction fired raku pots.  Students will know that raku pots aren’t foodsafe, what temperature they are fired to and why the clay body is different.





Materials and room arrangement:  Examples of raku pots, Copies of Raku firing process, Transparency of raku characteristics, overhead





Focus Activity:  


 1. raku pottery: Translation: pleasure





2.  Developed by potters in Japan in 16th century for teabowls





3.  Clay body usually a stoneware type with 20-30 percent grog added. Why?





4.  One type of raku glaze is made of lead.  Why would this be dangerous?


----acidic foods or drinks may leach the lead out....what about tea?





5.  Traditional Japanese raku glazes quiet and subdued-“wabi”


--American glazes more lustrous





6.  Glaze firing was usually wood fired in a small updraft cylindrical kiln.


-----------pass around examples of American raku and discuss difference (post fire reduction)





7.  Go over firing process handout together





8.   Production work for remainder of period 














Time Needed: 90 Minutes





URL’s and other materials:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.dmh.net/raku/index.shtml" ��http://www.dmh.net/raku/index.shtml�





Clay and glazes for the potter 





Clean up time needed: 10 m.





SCOS Objective: 5.01 Know that the visual arts have a history, purpose and function in all cultures. 5.02 Identify specific works of art as belonging to particular cultures, times and places. 5.06 Recognize and discuss that cultures have different aesthetics and each individual is a product of his or her culture.


























